SUMNER’S HISTORY

Charles Sumner High School, now locafed betweaen
Zoode and Pendleton on Cottage Avenwe, th =i
Louis; iz pamed for oma of tha great statesmesn
of the Civil War period. Charles Bumuner was an
ardent worker for the enfranchizement of the Wezro,

and also one of the first to  advoecats eivil serviec
reform.,

Sumner High School was established in 1867 as
District Sehool Number Threa, located at Fifth
and Lombard Streets, and Iater at Tenth and Cham-
bers Bireets. Mr. A, €. Clayton served as principal
of Digtrict School Number Three until 187H, when
e became principal of this gehool, which in the -
Juture was to be known ss Sumner Hish School. e
remained prineipal of Sumner until 1875,

In the beginning Sumner was housed in a barild-
ng at Elgventh and Spruce Streets, and in Septem-
ber, 1886, at Fifteenth and Walnut Streets. During
the autumn of 1810, the Board of Edunoation opened
the 'present building for the MNegro wouth of this
eity. It was 2 well-aquipped, modern new building,
and was the first of its kind west of the Mississippd
river. Bumuper has always 'participated with other
high schools in worthy civic projects. Among such
afforts may be mentioned participation in the Colum-

- Dbian Concert, Relief of the 1896 tornado sufferers, -
- the Preparedness Parade: exhibite at the 1900 Paris

World's Fair: and-a very extensive eshibit in the

- Liouisiana Purchase World's Fair. . S
From the resignation of Mr. A. (.. Clavton. in

1879, until the death of Mr. Osear Waring in 1908,

e sumner was in-charge of the latter gentleman. TUnder - LA
~hiz  szcholarly regime' the stondents. received the

clasgical training which bigh sthools of that period

: - afforded. During the years 1%08-1929, Summner was = i

oo administered by Mr.o Frank L. Williams, who rens it
oo dered excellent  service to the séhool. Sines 18200

“the school has besn wnder the administration of

T George: Dennis' Brantley, who has always Kept i




up with the earrent trends In aducation, thus
sarving Suwmnper with great foresightedness.

A few wears after World War I, Sumner's enrsll-
ment inereased to sueh an axtent that it seemed
impossitle to house the stndents, so in January of
1052 Sumner was Telieved of =zome of itg over-
erowded econdition when the Board of Eduacation
transzferred the Baltss School, located at 1912 Prairie
Avenue, into a ninth grade center for Summnper High
S¢hool pupils. The school was known as the Sum-
ner High Behool Branch., Thizx temporare relief was
weltomed. Mr, L. V. Willlams, ons of the assistant
principals, was placed in charge of the buildinz.
Mr. Claude H. Harper was made assistant principal
at BHummner to talke over the duties vacated by BMr.
Williams, DMr. John E. Anderson, B8r., assistant
principal, continmed in his same capacity. M1
Brantley, im his very efficient manmner, supervized
both bmildings.

The Bond, Isswe of 1951 made it posaible for
Sumner to have an addition constructed adjacent
to its old building. The ground-breaking oeenrred
fAnring the spring of 1058, the cornerstome laying
on Maw 18, 1954 and its dediecstion on June 18,

1365, The new addition consists of an anditoriwm |
cooBeating 1TMY, a eafeteria accommodating 10M0, gym- 0 00
o nasiume and dreseing rooms, and a swimming peel. oo
. The old auditorinm was converted into a spacious

librery, and the boys’ and girle’ gynaslum into a FE

-: o “‘eommercial center and language center respectively. R
o The old Innchroom wwas converted into .an English o oo o

“cemter which confalns a radio Wworkshop. These * | =~ |

changes did muoch to lmII'I"I:I-"i'E the l‘.'.ﬂl:l.liltiﬂﬂﬂ w]uch'_E
:preﬁuusly existed. A

Iy, Clande F. Harper. retired in- 1953 and wag_'_..--.'i'”'i

i ;'.';repia.t:éﬂ by Mr. John A. Nelsom.in September 1956. =~ ..

-~ Mr. Jobkn E.-Anderson, Sr., retired in 1957 and was - Y

o oreplased by his g0, BIr. Ja‘hﬂ B.-Anderson, Jr; im0
oo Beptember; 1967, Ino September. of 1959, - Mr. ol s e
o B.oAnderson, Jr. was sent to Soldan High: Sehool - oo
Coelmecn s Apsistant Pﬁncipal and: Mr. Frederick P: Brlair';-;- s,
AE _;-,_--nama t-u- Enmnﬂr tu E-ewe s.a A.aaiﬂtant PI".I.‘.I'.'I-GT]IELI Erm e

.'.=;§—1'T—-.;: L




snmner's registration in Ootaber, 1959, was 1794,
Her total gradnates from 1865 to 1929 was 2114, and

ﬁ'}ﬂéﬂalgﬂﬁ to 1959, B755, maXking a zrand totzl of
* T -

Sumner is proud of the influence she has had
in the community by the aitainment of her alumni,
which include business and professipnal men and
women of nstionzl and international fame, and
worthy eitizens in everr walk of life. We bope
that sach =tudent will aspire to such goals.
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